Children’s Ministry Resources

Children’s Ministry Resource List

Please read on to find the following hot tips as recommended by Janette & Nicky.  They have tried to give you a flavour of the resources that are out there.  Some of them will be altogether amazing, some of them will have a limited lifespan, but they will all be useful to some degree in your Children’s Ministry.  

Children Finding Faith
Francis Bridger (CPAS, SU)
How can we help children know God?  Bridger looks at the ways in which children develop physically, mentally and emotionally, and shows how these insights can help us share the gospel more effectively with children.

Every Child a Chance to Choose: The Challenge of Children’s Evangelism 

Penny Frank (CPAS / Children’s Ministry) How do we give all children the opportunity to discover Jesus and to respond to Him? Penny Frank looks at critical issues for children’s ministry today.

Junior High Ministry: A guide to early adolescence for Youth Workers, Wayne Rice (Youth Specialties, 1998) Takes a look at 10 – 14 year olds – what does it take to work effectively with them?

Reaching & Keeping Tweenagers
Peter Brierley (Christian Research/ Crusaders/ YFC)
Brierly conducted some research into age between children & teenagers (the Tweenagers) in 2001.  He discovered who they were, what they did, what they liked, and importantly why most left church and only a handful stayed around.  Despite being 7 years old now, it’s an important book and well worth a read alongside it’s workbook.  

Celebrating Children 
Editors: Glenn Miles & Josephine Joy-Wright (Paternoster Press)
A collection of essays in which the authors each take an aspect of Children’s Ministry and explore and aspect of God’s character alongside it.  A heavy book that deals with complex issues, written by some genuine Theologians.  This is thought provoking and insightful.  

Learning Styles
Marlene LeFever (Kingsway)
LeFever looks at how people (not just children) learn and how we can most effectively reach them as deliverers of the Gospel.  There is no right way or wrong way, but this valuable resource helps us understand where we can maybe improve.  It also looks at how some boys can be helped to concentrate! 

Perspectives on Children and the Gospel (Excellence in Ministry with Children and their Families)
Ron Buckland (Scripture Union)
Buckland’s broad sweep looks at how we minister to children, evangelise them, and how we understand the Bible and its view of children.  He looks at Theological perspectives alongside some practical examples of how to implement these.

Children in the Heart of God

Dave Kidney (Children’s Ministry)
Kidney suggests ways that the Bible can be applied to children, salvation, family life and church worship.  He offers his insights into the Old Testament and how God’s Covenant relationship applies today.  This is a book mainly for parents and those in Children’s Ministry.  

Special Children Special Needs
Simon Bass (Church House Publishing)
This book give information on how to integrate children with disabilities and special needs into your church’s worship and children’s programmes and activities.  Among other things, it provides advice on: inclusive language; supporting families; practical issues and specific special needs.  

Honouring Children (The human rights of the child in Christian perspective)
Kathleen Marshall & Paul Parvis (Saint Andrew Press)

This book takes the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child as the starting point.  from there, it goes on to illustrate human rights issues in general, then theological concerns in that light.  A weighty book that seeks to explain why Christian groups are often at the forefront of the push for change.  

Where are the Children?  (Evangelism beyond Sunday morning)
Margaret Withers (Barnabas)
Withers, a Children’s Evangelist, looks at how churches have so many children with at best a nominal church attendance and some ways to address the issues that prompt this.  It suggests ways of reversing the culture of non-attendance, examines strategic plans and explores the rationale for evangelism among children.  

Fired Up, Not Burnt Up (Effective Children’s Leadership For Today’s Church)
Margaret Withers (BRF)
Withers attempts to make the Bible accessible to the non-specialist in her book.  Among other things, she examines the importance of children’s work and understanding the learning process, spiritual development & faith nurturing, enhancing story-telling and examining the wider community context.  

Touching the Future (A handbook for church-based children’s leaders)
Gill Dallow (BRF)
Dallow looks at the privilege of Children’s Ministry from a Theological Perspective, suggesting ways that children can be integrated into the worshipping community.  She looks at how children grow, the value of our theological roots, and ways of putting all this theory into practice.  

Children and the Holy Spirit
Chris Leach (Children’s Ministry)
As a Minister’s wife, Leach has had a multiplicity of experiences of different churches and the way they deal with, or don’t deal with, Children and the Holy Spirit.  Here she offers her take on the Bible and what it says about how we should nurture, grow and celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the children that God has gifted to us.

PRACTICAL BOOKS:
The A-Z of Ministry with Children
Owen Shelley & Michael Perini (SU)
Covering such diverse topics as quiz, craft, storytelling and illustrations, Shelley & Perini call on their years of experience to provide a solid book dealing with a multitude of areas of Children’s Ministry.  It’s a practical book, with lots of insight.  

Children’s Ministry, a branch of Kingsway Communications have a number of staff writers who produce books on a variety of topics.  Some are theory based, while others are practical.  They are all around the 90 page mark, so for those just coming into leadership, they aren’t colossal in size.  Among the titles they have released are:

Leading a Child to Christ (Cathy Kyte);

Dealing with Disruptive Children (Andy Back);

Tailored Teaching for 5-9s (Sue Price);

God’s Plan for Children (Dave Roberts):

Fun & Games for Active Learning (Jenny Brown).

Storytelling:

A Storytellers Guide to the Gospel
Owen Shelley (SU)
Shelley’s book is for preachers, teachers, youth workers, leaders of holiday and after schools programmes and all others who are gospel storytellers.  It focuses on the people whose relationships are reported in the gospel records: what they did, what they said and how they may have said it.  A valuable resource.

Storytelling
Lance Pierson (Scripture Union)
Hearing or telling stories can be a stimulating and creative experience.  Storytelling presents an opportunity to improve technique and make stories come alive, whether you are a novice or a GrandMaster.  

50 Festive Ideas for Evangelistic Events
Mark & Emma Greenwood (Kingsway)
This imaginative material includes talk outlines, drama scripts, craft activities, recipes and games for all seasons and all ages.  

Where Two or Three
Margaret Withers (Sure Foundations)
Practical insights into churches with small numbers of children, this book offers a variety of suggestions, stories & strategies.  They include areas such as:  developing existing work; starting new work; engaging with the community and working in partnership with other churches.

Getting it Across (One Hundred Talks For Family Worship)
Nick Fawcett (Kevin Mayhew)

Fawcett looks at 100 different ideas for engaging all ages in family worship.  He provides practical suggestions as well as illustrations where appropriate.  He covers: quizzes; puzzles; games; riddles; mutli-sensory activities and storytelling.  

Stories to Help You Pray
Susan Lacy (Barnabas)
This book of ten stories and guided meditations invites children and families to think more deeply about the world around them and the picture that the Bible paints.  Taken from the Gospels, these stories include reactions from some of the children they were tested on.  

New Ideas for Creative Prayer (101 ideas for praying with 3-11 year olds)
Judith Merrell (Scripture Union)
For leaders of children’s groups, this book has ideas to make praying active and creative.  A number of the ideas can be adapted easily for use with under 5s, mixed age groups or for all age services.  

Creative Communion (Engaging the whole church in a journey of faith)
Margaret Withers & Tim Sledge (Barnabas)
This book explores the creative ways to enable people of all ages and stages of faith to meet and be touched by God through Holy Communion.  There are several aspects to this book, including six workshops designed to explore Communion together and a guide to Communion for young people.  

35 Stories to make you think (Teaching Values Through RE)
Heather Butler (Barnabas)
More for the Key Stage Two Teacher, these stories address issues that are common to children, and allow for the exploration of God in the world.  They can be used in a variety of settings, be it whole class, small group or one-to-one.  

The Whole Wide World (Practical Devotions to Change a Child’s World)
Phil & Rachel Bowyer (Authentic)
This book contains 42 interactive devotions on issues that impact the world and its people.  Each session describes ways in which children & families can make a difference.  Among the themes covered are: water, weather, food, clothes and school.  

The Lion Storyteller Bible
Bob Hartman (Lion)
Master Story Teller, Bob Hartman delivers a book chockful of stories from the Bible designed to be read out loud with children.  They are engaging, insightful and thought-provoking.

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN: Soul Sista
Beth Redman (Hodder Christian Books/ Soul Survivor)
Beth (wife of Matt) looks at how girls can be transformed into becoming a Girl of God, where life is more than good or bad hair days.  This is a useful tool for the reading child.  

Max Lucado Books

Several of Lucado’s much loved books are given a younger slant as these stories of faith and forgiveness are shared for the next generation.  Lucado’s a storyteller, who brings out the Eternal in the Ordinary.  These are worth giving to children who are able to read and think beyond the text.  

Next Door Saviour (with Monica Hall);

He Chose You;

Faithbuilders Series

(Baker)
This series is a set of Bible Studies for use with Families, encouraging children to get to grips with the bible and ask questions of it.  They can be used in many small group settings and employ a number of object lessons.  

The Power of  Praying Kid
Stormie Omartian (Harvest House Publishers)

Despite her frankly ludicrous name, Omartian’s book is the latest in her “The Power of a Praying...” series.  This book details the aspects of prayer and the promises that God gives us in his word on a prayerful life.  Adapted for children, this is practical and readable.  

Saving the Ants (and 58 other Kids Sermons from the Gospel of Matthew)
Ruth Gilmore (Augsburg)
GIlmore’s book provides 59 sermons for Year A of the Revised Common Lectionary, with suggestions for delivery and preparation.  Road-tested on her own congregation, they provide some valuable lessons.  

Questions Questions 

John Marshall (Snapshots, Scripture Union)
Marshall’s book looks at questions he’s been asked, questions he’s answered and ways to bring the two together.  The Snapshots series is a useful Bible study course and readers of it will be familiar with the style and content.

So, Who is God?  (Answers to real questions about God)
Robert Willoughby (Scripture Union)
Willoughby has been asked some really difficult, really profound questions by children and sets about answering them in a simplistic, easy to read manner, that children with a reading age of 8 upwards can understand.  Fun illustrations make the book come alive.

Veggie Tales DVD List

Max Lucado
You’re Special

Veggie Tales

the ballad of little joe

A snoodles Tale

Sheerluck Holmes and the Golden Ruler

Gideon, Tuba Warrior

Moe and the Big Exit

Minnisota Cuke and the Search for Samson’s Hairbrush

The Wonderful World of Auto-tainment

Madame Blueberry

Esther- The Girl Who Became Queen

Dave and the Giant Pickle

Where’s God When I’m A-scared

Rack, Shack & Benny

Josh & The Big Wall

Resources in Children’s Ministry

DVDs

DYCW currently have a wide range of DVDs made especially for children and can be used in various settings in your Children’s Ministry.  If you wish to borrow any of them, or want more information about any of the titles, just ask Nicky.  

Music CDs

DYCW have an extensive range of Children’s Worship CDs and music books to facilitate your group’s worship.  We have most of the songs on CD and sheet music, so if you need suggestions on topics, just ask.  Here are a list of the TOP ten recommendations from Janette & Nicky and where you can find them:

Wide (Colin Pye/12 New Children’s Praise Songs Volume 6/Children’s Ministry)

Rooftops (Jon Egan & Glenn Packiam/ Shout Praises Kids 4/ Integrity Music)

Don’t be Afraid (Sammy Horner/ Kidsource Song Book/ Kevin Mayhew)

All of my Heart (Doug Marks-Smircich/ Kidsource Song Book/ Kevin Mayhew)

King of Love (Doug Horley/ Whoopah Wahey/ Children’s Ministry)

Glory & Honour (Doug Horley/ Okey Dokey/ Children’s Ministry)

Superhero (David & Beci Wakerley/ Jesus is my Superhero/ Hillsong Kids)

God’s People (John Hardwick/ 34 Songs for all Occasions CD)

Great Big God (Nigel & Jo Hemming/ Great Big God/ Vineyard Music)

Nothing’s Too Big, Big, Big (Doug Horley/ Okey Dokey/ Children’s Ministry).

If you have any questions, again, just come back to either Janette or Nicky.
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