
World Development Service 2011-12

(with elements for harvest - see end of this document)

The below are simply elements of a service from which you can pick and choose. There is a suggested order but you can adapt it e.g. you may wish the children to stay in church and hear the stories from partners rather than leaving after their own slot.

* Please give out the offering envelopes during this service and not the week before. Hopefully people may respond more generously once they have heard the stories of how their money is actually used.

Theme

Water – watering crops, drinking and sanitation

Through stories from WDRC partners. The idea of ‘partnership’ is vital in development.

Aim of WDRC Service material

· Remind Methodists that their church has a development and relief fund to which they are asked to contribute (1% of income)

· Show Methodists where their world development money goes

· Share stories from beneficiaries and partners of WDRC

· Encourage congregations that their giving makes a difference

· Challenge all that as a church and as individuals we have a responsibility to support those in poverty and suffering injustice

· Offer opportunity for Methodists to contribute to the WDRC 1% Appeal

Use of Powerpoints

There is enough material without relying on technology if your church is not equipped. 

Service slides – use which ones are relevant. There is a general WDRC slide with a water scene which can be visible when no specific slide is being referred to.

Project slides – there are two versions.

a) One is simply a loop and could be set running before the service, during the offering and after the service.

b) A timed presentation. Bring up the first slide and then click. It will now run automatically. Choose appropriate music from a CD or have the worship band play along as the congregation watch the complete set of projects being supported.

Annual report and envelopes

Don’t just give out the annual reports (distributed at autumn synod) to be taken away. Refer to them and use them creatively for intercessory prayer points.

The Service

Call to worship (SLIDE)
Let us worship God,

the God who forms the rhythm of our lives

the God who is present

at the beginning and ending of each day

... each season ...each purpose.

(Kate McIllhagga)

Introduction

We are very blessed because of the fact that we live in Ireland. We have our basic needs such as food, water, shelter (our homes), clothes and medical care if we need it. Not all people in the world have these. In this service we will focus on one of those most basic of needs - water. Water is not just for drinking. It is also needed for watering crops and for keeping ourselves clean.

What is WDRC?

Our Methodist Church in Ireland has a World Development and Relief Fund. Methodists are asked to give 1% of their income to the WDRF. That is what the offering envelopes are for. These donations are used to support partner organisations that work with poor communities in some of the poorest regions of the world. The WDR Committee is convened by Rev. Sonia Hicks of the Dublin District. Some of WDRC’s partners work in farming, others in skills training, some in education or health and yet others in human rights. Indeed some deal with several of these. In our service we will be hearing about partners involved in different types of water projects - for drinking, farming and sanitation.

WDRC project presentation - SLIDES (with music) - shows all current partners

(or you may be using the looped presentation – see beginning of this document for guidance)

Children’s slot

This slot is based around the idea that water is really important to all people. Water is essential for so many activities. There are two options of how to present this:

Option 1 (if you have powerpoint - SLIDE)

If you have powerpoint available then use the slides of the two home scenes (one in 
Ireland and one in an African setting). Ask children to focus on one and list all the uses of water. Then do the same with the other. You should find that water is used for exactly the same activities (if used a little differently).

Option 2

Act out a whole lot of different uses of water without speaking i.e. like the game charades. Alternatively get children to act them out or ‘volunteers’ from the adult congregation. A list is given below. Discuss how important water is.

Uses of water - drinking, watering the garden, washing dishes, having a bath, washing clothes, putting flowers in, washing hands, water pistols, shower, washing the car, flushing the toilet, washing windows, fountains, washing face

For both options, finish by simply saying water is vital to all people wherever they are. Many of the world’s poor do not have clean, safe water. Many don’t have enough for their crops (many poor people grow what they eat) and many do not have enough water to have good sanitation (you’ll need to explain what this word means).

We are all of value to God. He knows each of us well. - Matthew 10 v 29-31
‘What can we do to help those who do not have enough water? How can we show them that we value them as God does?’:

1. PRAY - pray with the children and thank God for water and for those who do not have enough water

2. GIVE - explain the WDRC offering envelopes, children can put in contribution when in ‘Sunday school’

NB - if your children’s slot is going beyond 10 minutes total - it’s too long

Prayer for offering

The following prayer is primarily for use when receiving an offering designated for WDRC. Therefore if giving offering envelopes out during this service, you may wish to use the prayer in the following week’s service when the majority of envelopes will be received back.

Out of our abundance we choose to offer our gifts,

knowing that what I regards as excess,

others may need, and all I need,

others may regard as excess.

I choose not to waste,

so that others will not want,

and recognise that when all share, 

all are enriched.

Lord take this gift and use it for your purpose.

Amen

Main reading - Psalm 65
Stories from WDRC beneficiaries

Here are stories from three people who are being helped by 3 of WDRC’s partners.

The partners are:

Maganjo Farmers’ Association -  agriculture in Uganda

Rural Integrated Development Society - sanitation in India

Fundacion Solon Bolivia - civil rights in Bolivia

Have a separate reader for each story; a woman for story 1, a young person for story 2 and a man for story 3.

Let all the young people in the church listen to Raji (SLIDE)
I am Raji. I live with my family in Andhra Pradesh in South East India. I go to my local school with my friends. Not all the children go to school. I learn maths, writing and all sorts of other subjects. One big problem we have is toilets. The school cannot afford to build any and so when we need to go to the toilet, we go into the bushes around the school. I don’t like going because there are snakes and scorpions. Also the smell is terrible and there is nowhere to wash our hands. Many children and staff get sick because of this.  It is not good. Some people from the Rural Integrated Development Society came to speak to us - the pupils, staff and some of our families. We talked about the toilet problem. That was last year. Now they are going to build toilets for our school and 19 other schools. They are also going to teach us all about hygiene. That means how to wash and keep clean so that diseases don’t get passed on. It is going to make such a difference to us all.

Let all the men in the church listen to Joaquin (SLIDE)
I live in Bolivia. My name is Joaquin and I am a political comic artist. I first got involved with Fundacion Solon in 2007. They were trying to bring different groups together to campaign and challenge the government who had allowed water resources to be bought up by private companies. Instead of being free, everyone now had to pay for water. The poor cannot afford to pay. Also Fundacion Solon were trying to get the government to protect natural water. Much of the water in Bolivia is contaminated and is dangerous to use. I give workshops and teach people about their rights and why water is such a problem. You could just ignore the problems and get on with it. But when you look at WHY there’s so much inequality, when you understand THAT, it makes you want to do something - so I use this creativity to make people understand. You can see that the government changes when people get together. I thought I was the only one but I have realised there are many more people like me out there. 

Let all the women in the church listen to Margaret (SLIDE)
I’m Kigundu Margaret. I’m a member of a women’s group and am a farmer and a housewife. Before I joined I worked as a teaching assistant but I earned little. I had a farm but had very poor yields because I was using poor farming methods and seed varieties. Maganjo Farmers’ Association helped me so much with my farming. Using water more efficiently has imp[roved things. I now share my skills with other women as a community-based trainer. I have saved money and can now pay the school fees for my only daughter. I really commend the Maganjo Farmers’ Association for the support they have given me and others in my group and community. May God bless them. 

Notes for short talk

Refer to Psalm 65 v9

Whether this verse refers to the reality of the time (unlikely that there were not droughts and poor harvests in those days also) or to an ideal, it shows how God wishes his created planet to provide for his created people. Psalm 65 talks much of the intended abundance of water for people.

3 projects have been presented as beneficiaries’ stories:

Rural Integrated Development Society - sanitation in India

Fundacion Solon - civil rights in Bolivia

Maganjo Farmers’ Association -  agriculture in Uganda

Each illustrates a slightly different use and value of water. There are different reasons for the underlying problem experienced in each community. In the Indian schools it is lack of funds to build toilets. In Bolivia it is the government’s decision to sell the management of water to private companies and ineffective regulation by the government leading to contamination of water sources.

In Uganda, as in so many rural societies around the world, the growing population is finding it harder to access enough water to tend their crops. Farmers like Margaret are finding it more and more difficult to predict when the rains will come and so when to plant. The rains may come earlier or later than usual. If early, the crop may not even have been planted. If late, the seeds could have died. Sometimes the rains are too heavy and the seeds are washed away or the crop may rot. If the rains are too little, the crop will not grow or produce a large enough harvest. Our climate, which has been so predictable for centuries, is changing.

Climate change is a contentious issue - but it is not just a political or scientific issue. It is a profoundly theological issue as well. The way we treat the environment speaks volumes about how we regard God. It also speaks volumes about how we value other people. There is little doubt that how we treat the planet can have repercussions for ourselves and others.

Examples of how we affect the planet and each other:

deforestation - destruction of habitats, soil erosion, displacement of people

waste disposal - unsightly, poisons released (think of the contaminated water in Bolivia referred to above)

burning of fuels - poor air quality, acid rain, global warming (though some dispute)

diverting water courses - exclude communities from their water source

Climate change is related to some of the deep concerns of our day. For example, we burn more fossil fuel traveling further to work yet there are social problems caused by our increasing disconnection from our communities and friends.

The example of Centre for Development and Peace, Bangladesh (SLIDE)
Several of WDRC’s partners focus on teaching more responsible farming techniques which conserve the limited resources that farmers have. For example in Bangladesh, The Centre for Development and Peace does just that. The Director is Tripty Biswas (incidentally, her husband is mission partner Pat Jamison’s line manager in her health work). Tripty explains “We help rural communities make best use of their natural resources without eroding those resources. We’re involved in production and distribution of tree seedlings of native species and training in agro-forestry (growing trees for use e.g. firewood). We show the most vulnerable how to grow medicinal plants and save money on medicines. Farmers are taught how using mulching and growing certain types of plants can reduce soil erosion.”

In one district, 5 tree nurseries were established. These have produced wood such as mahogany for timber, fruits like guava, lichi and mango, vegetables, medicinal plants, seeds and seedlings for sale. Between them, these nurseries have sold 20,000 plants. Each owner has made approximately £200 / €220, a huge amount.

Such farming is more likely to be sustainable because the farmer’s land is not only conserved but also improved through composting.

WDRC always looks at the sustainability of projects.

We have a responsibility to look after God’s creation because our misuse:

1. spoils his creation

2. damages people’s experience of living

But what can we do to have an impact?

GIVE

In the previous 12 months, on your behalf, WDRC has been able to allocate £350,000 / €385,000 to 35 partners in 20 countries. WDRC is grateful to all those who have contributed.

Our Methodist Church in Ireland asks members to give 1% of their income to WDRC. If each of us could strive to do that, we, as a Methodist body of believers, could help so many more people around the world.

It can be really helpful if people can set up direct debit arrangements as lets you spread that 1% out over the year. To give in one large sum can be difficult for many of us.

We can also:

PRAY - include places, people and situations outside our own immediate experience a focus for our prayers. Use the annual report to help us.
CHANGE OUR LIFESTYLE e.g. buying fairly trade goods

ADVOCATE i.e. speak out where there is injustice on behalf of the voiceless

So much we can do to be ‘partners in change’ (the WDRC strap line on logo)

May this service be an encouragement to us all to engage with God’s people throughout the world, especially those who really need us.

Prayers of intercession

Use WDRC annual report and stories from the service as a prayer focus.

Blessing - a Maasai prayer

Lord, sweeten the waters

Lord, sweeten the grass

Lord, sweeten and swell all the rivers

Lord, thicken all forests

Lord, sweeten all animals.

Lord, give us land

Lord, let the land be green

Lord, give us rains

Lord, give us fruitful lands

Lord, sweeten all rivers.

Harvest alternatives

All the above material can easily be used in a harvest context as it refers to themes of provision and conserving the planet. However, here are some additional ‘bits and pieces’ that you may find helpful.

Call to worship

God of yesterday, today and tomorrow,

God of seedtime and harvest,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

bless us and strengthen us

to live and blossom and bear good fruit

to his praise and glory.

(Dorothy Stewart)

Harvest offering prayer

In your provision for our own needs,

we thank you.

In your desire to provide for the needs of all,

we honour you.

Let full measure of provision flow,

to meet the needs of all God’s people.

Amen

(Christian Aid)

Blessing

Leave this harvest worship

knowing the richness of harvest blessings through

the love of God,

the selfless giving of Christ,

the bounty of the Holy Spirit

in your lives,

so that you can take generous blessings

to your neighbours in this local community;

send generous blessing

to your partners in global situations

so that they all may

know peace.

Go with Shalom.

Amen

