WDRC Christmas Project 2011
Church of Bangladesh – mission schools in rural areas

SLIDE 1

The project can be introduced and explained through a children’s talk in the main service programme. Read the information below and follow it through; talking with the children and adults as you do. Use the Star (available from the World Mission and Development Office from mid-November – I hope). For those with powerpoint there are accompanying slides. When you come to Olivia’s ‘story’ you can simply read her words – don’t feel you have to remember them.

Introduction: The star (SLIDE 2: Project titles)
 - have the star to show – a good visual aid
Hopefully if you are taking part in the project, you will have received your Christmas star made by local people in Bangladesh. Hold it up and ask if they can guess where it was made. Perhaps give a few clues. This star can go on the church tree at the end of the slot or if the tree is not yet up then simply state that it will be.
Where is Bangladesh? (SLIDE 3: map)
 - brief introduction to the country – if you don’t have powerpoint then bring a globe/map
Bangladesh is to the east (or right) of India. It is only about twice the size of Ireland but, incredibly, has a population of 160 million. Most of the people speak a language called Bengali.
What happens at Christmas in Bangladesh? (SLIDE 4: decorated  church)
 - simply share about how Christmas is celebrated in Bangladesh
In the 16th Century, traders and missionaries brought Christianity to what we now call Bangladesh. Today, only 1 in a 100 people are Christians as most are Muslims. However, everyone gets Christmas Day off as a public holiday.

On Christmas Eve, Christians go to church to pray. Christmas Day is called ‘Boro Din’ (Big Day). Bengali Christians greet each other by saying ‘Shubho Boro Din’ (Greetings of the great day). They also offer sweets and ‘pithas’ (cakes) to friends and neighbours.

On Christmas morning  at breakfast they have cakes. Children love the ones with coconut and sugar. At lunch and dinner a family may have mutton, chicken, beef and vegetables along with soft drinks and ice cream. 

Christians give cards and gifts just like we do in Ireland and decorate their homes with hand-made decorations like stars. Some Christians in villages cut banana leaves and replant them in the ground along the paths from their homes to the church.

Many churches have a special celebration before Christmas (SLIDE 5: cutting of cake). They have songs, games, dancing and a birthday cake for Jesus. Everyone sings ‘Happy Birthday Jesus’ as the cake is cut. Also before Christmas, many churches go round houses singing carols. This is called ‘Kirton’.

So there are a lot of things that we do the same at Christmas time in Ireland and Bangladesh.
This year’s WDRC Christmas Project (SLIDE 6: Halls and school children)
 - if you don’t have powerpoint then you could give out the Halls’ prayer card – get from office
The Church in Bangladesh runs 13 schools in the southern part of the country. 1,300 children attend them. Most of the children are Muslims but the church can show Christ’s love to them by offering the education. Parents often want to send their children to Christian schools because the education is good. 
Sarah Hall works for the church in their schools. She and her husband David and children Rebecca, Reuben and Matthew are mission partners in the capital city called Dhaka.
Meeting two of the children in the schools

Olivia Disha Das (6 years old): (SLIDE 7: Olivia dancing and Sajib)
· Dad works on a farm and her mum works in the home
· Olivia goes to Rahutpara Mission School

· Loves dancing and reading

Olivia says “I have loving and caring teachers. If God almighty helps me in my studies, then I want to be a pilot when I grow up.” 

This is what Olivia does at Christmas – “A couple of weeks before Christmas I go with my dad to buy coloured paper, new clothes and candles. We make decorations and a big star. We hoist the star high up every evening. On Christmas Day I wake up early and put my new clothes on. The whole family goes to church for prayer. After church we eat lots of delicious food like cakes and we visit our relatives to give presents, sweets and cakes. Sometimes I share my happiness with my Muslim friends at school by asking them to the house at Christimas.”

Sajib (also 6 years old):

Sajib goes to Askor Mission Primary School. He likes learning ‘kobitas’ (rhymes). Sajib lives at home with his two brothers and likes helping at home. He collects the water with his mother each day. His family is Hindu, not Christian. However, many in his village are Christians so they share their ‘pithas’ (cakes) with him during Christmas.
So even children as young as Olivia are telling their non-Christian friends about who Jesus is and what Christmas is all about. It is really important that the Church in Bangladesh has its mission schools in these communities.

The project (SLIDE 8: Project titles)
This Christmas, our Methodist Church in Ireland is going to help the church in Bangladesh with their schools in some of the poor rural areas. Most of the families are very poor. The World Development & Relief Committee will make sure that all the money goes to the church for its schools.
Explain how your church is organizing its project collections

e.g. instead of giving cards to each other, the congregation can give a donation to the project instead.

Finish by putting the Star on the church tree as a reminder of this year’s project.

A prayer
Father God

Thank you for Christmas; for the good fun and the holiday.

Help us to remember, as they do in Bangladesh, that it is Jesus’ birthday.

Help us to share about Jesus like Olivia does.

Thank you that the Church in Bangladesh has so many schools.

Thank you that people who are not Christians, hear about you because of the schools.

Help us to be generous when we give to this year’s World Development Christmas Project.

Amen

