SERVICE IDEAS

This is not an order of service but contains some suggestions for elements of a JMA service.

South Africa and Ireland

Explain what the children have been learning about through their project this year.

Read Matthew 4, v18-25 NIV

Being a follower of Jesus

Jesus had 12 Disciples that followed him everywhere. He had picked them especially. Some of them were fishermen and when Jesus called them to be his Disciples he said that they would no longer catch fish but catch people.

Did this mean they were going to put big nets over people?! No! It meant that instead of bringing in fish from the sea that they would bring people into God’s Kingdom.

With the words that Jesus spoke to people he told them about God’s great love for them. He also put that love into action by healing the sick people that came to him. The 12 Disciples did the same things too, they told people about God’s love and helped people.

If we want to be followers of Jesus too we can follow the example of the Disciples and tell our friends, family and other people about how good God is and we can witness to his power in our own lives.

The point could be made that all are of value to God and that he can use everyone to tell others about Jesus and also to help others in a practical way. That is what God calls us to do.

Illustrations for a talk

Use the stories about South African and Irish young people from the pack. Each could be followed by a short prayer focusing on the particular issue highlighted by the story.

Multimedia resources

Play the video of the project (largely South African themed). Contact the office if you do not have your copy. 
Song

‘Siyahamba’ is a South African hymn made popular in many western churches in the 1990s.

English

We are marching in the light of God,

We are marching in the light of God.

We are marching in the light of God,

We are marching in the light of God.

We are marching, we are marching, oh,

We are marching in the light of God.

We are marching, we are marching, oh,

We are marching in the light of God.

Afrikaans

Ons marsjeer nou in die lig van God,

Ons marsjeer nou in die lig van God.

Ons marsjeer nou in die lig van God,

Ons marsjeer nou in die lig van God.

Ons marsjeer nou, ons marsjeer nou,

Ons marsjeer nou in die lig van God.

Ons marsjeer nou, ons marsjeer nou,

Ons marsjeer nou in die lig van God.

Zulu

Siyahamba, ekukanyen' kwenkos',

Siyahamba ekukanyen' kwenkos'.

Siyahamba ekukanyen' kwenkos',

Siyahamba ekukanyen' kwenkos'.

Siyahamba, siyahamba, oh,

Siyahamba ekukanyen' kwenkos'.

Siyahamba, siyahamba, oh,

Siyahamba ekukanyen' kwenkos'.

A prayer for Ireland
Father God thank you for all the people you have made all different shapes, sizes and colours from all different backgrounds.

Heavenly Father it is amazing how we are all different but you love us all the same. We pray now for the different children and young people all over Ireland.
We pray for the challenges that face children of different ages, from the first steps of a toddler... to a first day in school... to starting a first job.
We pray for children and young people in schools that they would be happy places that there would be no bullying and lots of good friendships.
We pray for children and young people who are not happy in schools, we pray that they could find something to enjoy and that they could use their talents in some way.
We pray that children could grow up learning about God's love and put their trust in Him. We pray that as teenagers they could continue to follow Jesus and have a close friendship with Him.
We pray that young people would not get caught up in alcohol and drug use and that those that are suffering addictions could be set free by God's power.
And finally we pray that we as a church could respond to the needs of children and young people by teaching them about Jesus and showing them God's love in action.
In your name Father we pray.
Amen
A Prayer for All Africa

O lord, Creator of the entire world,

O Loving God,

This prayer is for Africa.

Bless the plains, rivers, trees

And all African lands.

Bless the birds, fish and animals

That bring beauty and abundance to Africa.

Bless O Lord,

Your children in Africa.

Dry their tears,

Bring hope into their hearts,

Health and safety to their lives,

Food and water for their nourishment.

Bring peace to their countries

And still the guns of war.

Bless us, O Lord,

And heal your continent of Africa.

Renew the land, renew the spirit

Of all those who are wounded in any way.

May justice roll down like water

On the parched ground of your beloved Africa.

Amen

Each of these prayers could be broken up into shorter sections and several children involved.
Display
Use masks, funky fish drawings etc which have been created during the sessions to decorate the walls.

Collectors’ presentations
It may be a good idea to present all who have collected for the year’s project to receive their collectors badges and certificates (available from Belfast office). Try not to drag this out too much as the focus of the service can then become the money and the presentations. The focus should really be the educational content and the stories of children in Ireland and South Africa.

