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    Praying for the World


Encourage a prayerful heart in your kids with this simple activity that walks kids through their own prayers for the world. All you need is a map, sticking plasters (large if possible) and markers/pens. This activity is excerpted from it: Innovative Tools for Children's Ministry.
Age Level: Can be adapted for most ages in terms of issues prayed for and how much detail you share with them.

Kids can see a lot of pain and suffering around them, yet they often don't know how to process it, or what they can do to help. Guide kids in this simple activity that encourages a heart of prayer for the world. 

What You'll Need: 

· Large world map or globe (you will be sticking plasters on it)

· Red marker 

· Plasters (or make some cut-out card plasters and use Blu-tac)

· Pens

Have kids form a circle, and place the map in the middle of the circle. As a group, look at the map and briefly talk about places where poverty, war, violence, oppression or abuse abound. Use a red marker to put a dot on each country or area you mention. It is also important to share some good news about things happening in the world e.g. a growing church in South Korea. Children need to have a balanced view of the world.

Distribute plasters and pens. Have each child write a prayer for the world on the bandage. Children may write things such as, "God, please help the people in China learn about you." Or, "Jesus, help take away the war in Africa’. It will depend upon the ages of children as to the level of their prayers and that is fine.

Have children take turns praying and then sticking on their plasters. Then join hands around the map and say this prayer:

‘Dear God, we know we live in a broken world. We pray for people who are in pain or are ill. May those around them offer help and care. We pray for those who are scared and alone. May they find care and a place they can call home. We pray for those who are hungry. May people who know of there need be generous. Father, remind us that we should have a love like yours. We should offer help and love. Amen’
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