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‘Small things make a difference’

WDRF can suggest a project for an offering if desired. This can be accompanied by further photos and information.

Welcome
In a world where many struggle to live at a decent standard, where people are refused equal opportunities and where there is great physical suffering; today we thank God that we can help change the lives of others by sharing what we have been blessed with. Even if our prayers, actions and giving seems small to us, with God’s help, they can make a big difference. (Powerpoint slide 1)
Responsive reading
Hymns and Psalms

Worship
Children’s address

You will need – clothe bag containing a packet of seeds, picture of a baby (one of yourself would be fun), a conker or acorn, egg (you can hard boil it), picture of a caterpillar, coins (see address).
Today we are looking at small things that can make a big difference. Ask children to come and pick objects from the bag. Identify them and ask what they grow into.

Read Matthew 13: 31-33. Jesus told lots of stories about small things that could make a big difference, like the yeast and mustard seed.

The yeast and the mustard seed may be small and unimpressive but they have the potential to do great things. Mustard – tree to offer shelter and yeast to make bread rise. The small acts of kindness that we do to help others (when we give money or time, show kindness or pray for people) can also have a great impact and make a real difference.
Take 50p / 65c from your pocket. State that it will not buy much for us. However, in Sierra Leone it will buy pencils, pens and a ruler. A child is not allowed to attend school without these. So just 50p / 65c can help a child get an education. (other costings – 10p/13c provides vitamins to protect against eye disease and measles in Uganda, 30p/40c provides seeds in Rwanda for farming). Small things can make a big difference. Encourage children to be generous and make a difference to peoples’ lives in other parts of the world when they have the opportunity e.g. in church, school charities
Offering

Worship

Readings
Matthew 13:31-33 and Luke 4: 16-21
WDRF Current Projects Powerpoint
Or distribute annual report and refer to it.

Sermon notes on Matthew 13: 31-33 and Luke 4: 16-21
Aim: to show and encourage us that small actions, with God’s help, can have a big impact
Small and unimpressive – but a big impact

· Jesus’ parables often used images from farming as so many people’s livelihoods depended upon growing their own food. Planting seeds and nurturing the plant as it grew was vital.

· In Matthew 13: 31-33, the parable uses this imagery to compare the Kingdom of God (or Heaven) to something seemingly small but which has the potential to have a huge impact. Jesus set out part of his manifesto for this new kingdom in Luke 4: 16-21 – preach good news to the poor, proclaim freedom for the prisoners, recover sight for the blind and release the oppressed. Aspects of these tie in well with the Stories of Change (release and freedom).
· As part of the Kingdom of God, how can we have an impact on this world where so many live in poverty, are kept in bondage, suffer illness and impairment and are oppressed by others? Maybe there are things we can do which we think are insignificant but, through God’s power, can have an impact beyond our wildest dreams.

Potential of small actions to benefit others

· From one mustard seed can grow a tree which offers shelter for many birds. 

· Jesus is talking about his kingdom, God’s reign, being on offer to everyone – ‘all the birds’ (people of all the nations?) Do we sometimes limit our concern and activity to ourselves or the people we see each day or whom we like? Do we forget God’s concern for the whole world?
Stories of change through WDRF

· Relate the 3 Stories of Change from the accompanying sheets. Each has a different suggested emphasis. (Powerpoint slides 2-4)
· These are just some of the people who have benefited from and played a part in WDRF’s supported programmes around the world where there is need. 

· We may feel that we can do little but here we have witnesses to the impact of WDRF. Those who give generously to WDRF are already having a huge impact.

Our response

· The small group of disciples, who first heard these parables, often faced opposition or indifference to their message. Yet these parables encouraged them, as they do us, not to give up.

· Remind the congregation that we should indeed pray for the poor and those who are refused justice but we must also realise that our actions and giving can be the answers to those same prayers (A man saw a starving child shivering in the cold. Angrily he lifted his eyes to heaven and said, “God, why don’t you do something?” God answered “I did – I made you!” – Anthony de Mello)
· The Methodist Church in Ireland asks all members to give 1% of their post tax income to the work of the Methodist World Development and Relief Fund. The Church in Ireland falls woefully short of this target. Just 1%, a seemingly small and achievable amount. Yet it could change the world for so many people. Refer to envelopes and reports. The challenge is to consider and support this 1% target. Giving can be spread through the year through standing order. As donors we give our small amount, partner organisations use their skills to identify and manage programmes and beneficiaries invest their skills and time and even money. Together in partnership we can have an impact. (Powerpoint slide 5)
Thanksgiving and intercession

Elements of prayer:


Thanks for God’s provision for us


Recognition of need of the world


For the poor and marginalised


(such as those in stories)


That we would have true compassion

Worship
Final prayer/blessing
May the peace of God

Reign in all our hearts and in our nations.

May the justice of God

Inform our thinking and that of our leaders.

May the love which God has for the world

Infect out compassion.

And may the blessing of God,

The Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer

Rest on us and remain with us

Now and always.

Amen
* * * *
Worship: as styles of worship vary amongst churches, no suggested worship pieces have been given.

Service Powerpoint: 5 slides

Project Powerpoint: Version without music can be downloaded from website or emailed.
Version with music can be posted.
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Stories of change from WDRF

Partner:
International Needs (Adidome Training Centre), Ghana
Work:
Gaining release of girls and women from slavery in Trokosi shrines.

Providing counselling, community and skills training.
Amount: 
£6,500 / €8,500

Purpose:
The building of a bakery for the training of girls
 
Emphasise – real lives being transformed

Background

Trokosi is an ancient form of voodoo, spells are cast and sacrifices are made to the ‘gods’. It brings fear to women, families, and communities in the North Tongu region of Ghana. It is illegal but this is about evil spiritual powers that no man-made law can eradicate.
Partner

Over fifteen years ago Rev Walter Pimpong started his work to gain the release of girls enslaved by the Trokosi religion. Walter and his team have seen over 3,000 women and 16,000 children released. There are however at least another 3,000 still enslaved with unknown numbers in Togo and Benin.
Story

Mercy Senaha was enslaved when six years of age to appease the ‘gods’ for a crime her great grandfather had committed two generations earlier.  He had stolen a pair of earrings valued at less than fifty pence. Since then Mercy’s family had suffered ‘bad luck’. The local Trokosi priest said they had to give to the ‘gods’ a young virgin girl as retribution for the evil committed. Mercy was chosen and went to live with the priest as his ‘slave’ for the rest of her life.  Imagine leaving a child of six with a stranger and letting her fend completely for herself.  Scared, bewildered, and lonely Mercy cried herself to sleep every night. At the age of twelve Mercy was raped by the priest as a rite of passage.  Over time she had four children by the priest.
   
Eight years ago Patience Vermawor began to help Walter and to build on his work.  On of her early successes was the release of forty slave girls, one of which was Mercy Senaha. Mercy’s family did not want her back.  She eventually went to the Vocational Training Centre in Adidome, learning hairdressing, soap making, baking and dressmaking. Trained counsellors helped Mercy through the traumas of her past but after two years she was still not ready to leave the Centre. It was feared she would never integrate back into society.  She had experienced so many awful things in the shrine that had left her deeply traumatised.
 

[image: image5.jpg]


Through the tireless work of the team at Adidome, Mercy has now adjusted well and has become very well integrated into her community.  She lives in Adidome with her four children, Faustina (13), Theresa (11), Mary (8) and Amegbe (6).  Mercy works part-time as a cook at the Vocational Training Centre.  She also helps other released girls to deal with their past experiences and their new-found freedom.
 
Mercy experienced God’s love through the care of her helpers and from then on she began to come to terms with her life, she says, “God’s love and power chased all my demons away.”
 Mercy and her children now

This success story can be repeated many times.  In the villages where the shrines are situated and girls have been released International Needs has been able to help by installing water wells, building schools, planting churches and funding micro-credit schemes to help village economies.

The bakery supported by WDRF enables girls and women to learn a skill so they can hopefully support themselves on leaving the centre.
Stories of change from WDRF

Partner:
RAIDS (formerly known as CWSDS), India

Work:
Rural development amongst Dalit (outcast) people

Amount: 
£15,000 / €19,500

Purpose:
Agriculture, human rights and income generation
Emphasise – beneficiaries must be involved in the development programme themselves; investing their time and money and passing on knowledge and skills to others
Background

India’s population is 1 billion. Most people are subject to the Hindu caste system. They are born into their caste and cannot move into a different one. The caste system regulates many aspects of their lives including their position in society and the jobs they can do. Beneath the lowest caste are the ‘untouchables’ now called Dalits. Dalit means ‘oppressed’ and they are the poorest of the poor. Although the idea of untouchability is illegal, the Dalits are marginalized and forced to do the jobs no one else will do. The lack of social status continues to lie at the root of Dalit poverty and they still lack access to education, healthcare and good employment opportunities.

Partner

RAIDS works through a network of trained and supported Self Help Groups. Individuals come together to be trained in agricultural techniques, initiating income generation schemes, formation of cooperatives, Leadership skills and seeking their rights from local government.

Story

In the last two years things have really turned around. Much of what RAIDS does is based upon gathering individuals together from communities and forming them into Self Help Groups. Here they are trained and within one year are independent of RAIDS staff. They have their own leaders and can even help other such groups start up.
Mary lives in the Andhra Pradesh region. She has seen a growing confidence amongst her community which has led to great changes.

Mary says “Before, we didn’t know how to sell, or have meetings as a group. Now we have a group and women are empowered. We are all getting livelihoods and we are getting food crops and when we eat we are strong and healthy. We got a road constructed, street lights, drinking water and every woman now has a ration card for drought rice. We got all these things ourselves from the government. We can do these things now. Other women are learning from me. We started with 10 women, then 17, then a group of 10 started and now there are 37 and another 20 in two other groups. We are untouchables but we are coming out of our sadness”
WDRF  has been supporting all aspects of the work of RAIDS for a period of 3 years and continues to do so..

Stories of change from WDRF

Partner:
Phakamisa, Durban, South Africa

Work:
Caregiver support, pre-school education, nutrition programme

and HIV/AIDS support groups
Amount: 
£5,000 / €6,500

Purpose:
Paying support of a Caregiver Trainer
Emphasise – the scale of care, commitment and effort given by partner. The seed of faith of these Christians is truly growing and having a huge impact on the lives of others.
Background

South Africa has one of the highest incidences of HIV/AIDS. A whole generation is being wiped out leaving many young children without parents, many being brought up by grannies and extended families. This can result in children having poor nutrition, little education and simply by-passing a normal, happy childhood.
Partner
Phakamisa operates from Pinetown Methodist Church. It supports and educates 15,000 children every day through various programs. These children live in extremely disadvantaged areas. The programme involves 290 Educare Centres teaching 10,000 children under 6 years and 1,500 people caring for 5,000 orphans.

◄Volunteers making papier maché furniture for an educare centre
Phakamisa also provides training for people working in 80 vegetable gardens which will feed 850 families. Some of the caregivers produce beautiful beadwork and derive an income to support their orphans.

Economic Empowerment initiatives include beadwork, woven grass mats, manufacture of children’s dressing up costumes and the sale of fresh and processed vegetables.


Phakamisa supports people who run Educare Centres for children of 0-6 years in very impoverished communities, by providing training and support for the teachers. The centres often have no amenities or equipment. They make improvised games and equipment from anti-waste, to provide opportunities for the children to engage in active learning.
Story
Nomusa had 50 children under 6 years of age, in her ‘school’.  She fed them each day and then they sat quietly, for this was what Nomusa thought a good teacher did. She has since enrolled with Phakamisa’s Educare Teacher Training programme. After a recent visit to her school, our monitor reported that the children are now actively involved in many activities - there is a happy buzz and learning is happening. Half of all one ever learns is learnt in our first 5 years, so a good preschool education is essential. Those who contribute to the “R10 per child per month” account are changing the world of 10 000 children each year and by implication the world in which we live.


In contrast to Educare Centres, the Wandering Teachers provide free pre-school education for destitute children living in abject poverty. Lessons are given under trees or in gardens. Also Phakamisa addresses basic adult literacy through the provision of Basic Adult Literacy Classes.

Caregiver Trainers provide spiritual and emotional support and training for people caring for orphaned and abandoned children. During fortnightly workshops, caregiver representatives receive training in basic skills, which they share with their groups back at home. Some caregivers produce beadwork to support their orphans. Caregivers and Educare teachers are taught to grow vegetables to feed their dependents. Water tanks provide irrigation which is necessary in our harsh climate.
WDRF’s grant is paying for the training and support of a Caregiver Trainer over a 3 year period.
