[image: image1.png]the

WERKS




Dear Friend

the WORKS is an emailed newssheet from the Methodist Missionary Society and World Development and Relief Committee of The Methodist Church in Ireland. To sign up, email the office. Please distribute to congregations/others.
January 2008
Overseas Mission Conferences 2008

Dublin District Conference – Saturday 2nd February, Wesley College
Mission Partners Rev Dr Barry Sloan and Rev David Nixon will be speakers. This is a rare opportunity to hear two partners at the same event. There is a full children’s programme based around the JMA’s 2008 Kenyan theme. Further details can be obtained from Rev Conrad Hicks (Dublin North). Your church should have received publicity material.

Global Vision – Saturday 16th February, 10.00 -4.30, Lismore Comprehensive School, Craigavon
Dare we say this is potentially the best programme put together since GV started in 2001? The theme is ‘Boldness in Adversity’ with seminars covering Zimbabwe, the church in China, mission in Europe, Palestine, prayer for the world, liberation theology, outreach in Ibiza, Afghanistan … The keynote speaker is Samson Makhado who has a witchdoctor to Christ tale to tell and is now involved in educational work in Southern Africa and works with Dr Alan McIlhenny (Mission Partner). The Nixon Family will also be leading a seminar. Booking leaflets are in churches.
Midlands and Southern Conference – Saturday 23rd February, Gurteen College, Roscrea
Samson Makhado (see above) and Dr Alan McIlhenny will be the main speakers at this annual event. There will also input from other mission partners through their video messages and hopefully involvement from Mrs Shaperai Anwary who manages a development programme with women prisoners in Aghanistan. A unique opportunity.
News from Kenya
Mission Partner Helen Moorehead is not in a trouble spot in Kenya. Hopefully this will continue to be the case and that things will improve dramatically. However, one area affected greatly is Kibera which is a huge slum area on the our-skirts of Nairobi. It is in Kibera that a Methodist Mission is doing much work in the community, including free schooling for primary and secondary children. This is the 2008 project for JMA (Ireland).
New resources from MMS and WDRF
Ministers have received a set of two discs. The first, a DVD, has videos of all Mission partners and the JMA project for 2008. The second disc has Powerpoints of MMS and WDRF projects, slides of Mission Partners and Experience Exchange Programme volunteer (Kiran Griffith in Mauritius) and a new general JMA presentation. Ask you minister for these. Use them in services. The DVD can play in a DVD player or computer at a home group or mid-week meeting. Each church has also received the brand new mission partner prayer cards. Ask for them.
Junior Mission for All

There is a free pack for all those who wish to use JMA to help them add a global dimension to their children’s work whether that be the Sunday School or a uniformed organisation. It has activities, ideas and info to help children learn about their peers in Kibera, Africa’s largest slum. There is also the chance to help support work being done amongst children in that community. Contact the office (JMA secretaries will automatically receive theirs).
New WDRF projects

The committee of WDRF recently met to make new allocations. Amongst those projects and programmes supported in the next 12 months will be Aid for Children in Crisis (scholarships for children in South African townships), East Jerusalem YMCA (work with youth and those with disabilities) and the St Columba Computer Centre (running costs of training centre amongst Christian ‘slum’ areas in Islamabad, Pakistan). Other long term support continues.
Container Ministry
The warehouse is presently trying to clear much of its stock. Please contact the warehouse before bringing items..
Want a speaker on WDRF or MMS (or issues relating to them)?
Contact Tim Dunwoody at the office.
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For further info/resources:


Tim Dunwoody (World Mission and Development Officer)


Aldersgate House, 13-19 University Road, Belfast, BT7 1NA


Tel: 0044 28 90320078, � HYPERLINK "mailto:timdunwoody@yahoo.co.uk" ��timdunwoody@yahoo.co.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.irishmethodist.org/serve/wdrc" ��www.irishmethodist.org/serve/wdrc�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.irishmethodist.org/serve/mms" ��www.irishmethodist.org/serve/mms�. 











