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Speaking the lingo
Not all people speak the same language. Here are some questions about the world’s languages:

1. Which language is the most common? – Chinese (1.2 billion people)

2. Which is the most widely spoken language (i.e. spoken in most other countries than its own) – English

3. Is bungalow an English word? – no, it’s from India (English has borrowed thousands of words from other languages)

4. What language is spoken in Kenya? – Swahili

Speak the lingo

Try to have a conversation. Teach the children the below phrases and let them speak to each other in a short dialogue. Print out the phrases for them if necessary.

Jambo – Hello
Habari zako? – How are you?

Habari mzuri, asante – I am fine, thank you

Jina lako ni nani? – What is your name?

Jina langu ni ___________ - My name is _____________.

Tutaonana – goodbye (see you later)

Some more words
Give the children a copy of the maze. By tracing the lines they can find out 7 more common Swahili words.

Maze puzzle answers
kitabu = book
pensili = pencil
ndizi = banana
kiatu = shoe
mpira = ball
nyumba = house
ndege = aeroplane
The language maze – discover 7 more Swahili words
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