Kenya Country Profile
Population:

35 million

Capital:


Nairobi

Languages:

English, Swahili (and other local languages)

Religion:


Mainly Christian (Muslims in north)

The country

Kenya is famous for safari (a Swahili word) holidays. Tourists like to spot the ‘big five’ – elephant, buffalo, lion, leopard, rhino. Mount Kenya is the highest mountain in Kenya. It has snow and glaciers covering its higher parts. Most of the northeast is flat bush and the eastern coast has beautiful sandy beaches.

A tribal country
Kenya is home to about 70 different people groups with 13 main tribes. There has been violence between the different groups. One of the most well-known groups is the Maasai. Famous for their their traditional ‘jumping’ dances.

The Methodist Church in Kenya

The Methodist Church in Kenya is 0ver 100 years old. It is growing and in a city like Nairobi, there may be 300 children in a church. It also looks after the Methodist churches in Tanzania and Uganda. The Methodist Missionary Society (Ireland) have close ties with Kenya. Our own Mission Partner Helen Moorehead (from Edenderry, Portadown) is working in Kenya with the church, running a new school for deaf children. She is in Marimanti, Tharaka District.
Poverty

There are some very wealthy people in Kenya but most live in poverty. Kenya is the 22nd poorest country in the world (Christian Aid 2005). More than half the population live on less than £1.60 / €2.40 a day. There are problems with education, water, sufficient food and employment. 4/5 of Kenyans live in rural areas and farm but the soil is not good and it is a struggle.

Education

Education has suffered recently due to government cuts in spending. About one 1/3 of children in Nairobi do not go to school because their parents cannot afford the school fees. Education has to be paid for.


Quiz – tell the children about Kenya. Try to do this in an interactive way e.g. have flag printed out and ask someone to hold it up. Have a fun quiz about Kenya e.g. spaghetti quiz, building tower of plastic cups. 
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