   JMA Service ideas and prayers
What is possible in churches depends upon number of children, technology available etc. Below are ideas which may be useful when organising a JMA service or a short item for a main service.

Actual service outlines:

Go yourself or ask someone to visit www.methodistchildren.org.uk, go to JMA, then find downloads and JMA archive. There you will find service outlines from last few years.

Explaining what JMA does:

There is a powerpoint which explains the work of JMA and mentions the projects for 2008 (overseas and home mission). It is on a disc sent out to all churches in early January 2008. Also check the MMS website.
Worship:

God is so good x 3

He‘s so good to me

Mina Penda x 3

Mungo Wangu

(pronounced Meena penda Mungo wangoo)

Swahili
To tune of ‘God is so good, He’s so good to me’

Sharing about Kenya and the project:

Get 4 to 5 children, each to read out a section of a prepared script. Sections could be:

· The country of Kenya – beauty and its tradition
· The country of Kenya – the problems its people face

· Kibera – description

· Work of the Methodist Mission

· What JMA will be doing to help

Promoting Kenya 2008 project:

A 4 minute project video appears on the MMS(I) / WDRF DVD sent to all churches in early 2008.
Offerings:

In many African churches, congregations dance up to the front in order to put their offering into a communal basket. You will know whether this would work with your congregation or not (don’t need everyone to dance of course, they could just walk).

Speaker/talk:

This is quite often what puts people off organising a JMA or children’s service. You may know someone who is very good speaking to children. 10-15 minutes is ample. With all the other elements the talk does not need to be long. Better a short, interesting and informative service than a longer rather tedious one. 
If the children have done the flag activity then a couple could explain their design and link it in with some of these themes. Perhaps right at the beginning of the service the Kenyan flag could be explained and then this will tie in with the children’s flags later on and with the talk.

Suggested readings and themes:

Widow’s offering (Mark 12, v 41-44) – true generosity

Greatest Commandment (Matt. 22, v 34-40) – loving our neighbours
Believers share their possessions (Acts 4, v32-35) – sharing our possessions
Imitating Christ (Philippians 2, v1-5) – being like Christ

Doing what is good (Titus 3, v 8b) – helping others because we are Christians

Faith and Deeds (James 2, v 14-17) – faith must be accompanied by actions

* make sure that a translation is used which the children understand e.g. Good News, The Message. 

Obviously links can be made between JMA, its core aims (prayer, learning and service) and the Kenya project.
Prayers:

What about setting small cards in seats with pens. At some point each member of the congregation could be asked to write a prayer for Kenya, children of your own church or the work in Kibera. These could be collected as an offering (pass a basket round?). Some could be pulled out and prayed at end of the service (best to sort through and find a variety of themes).

Prayers from and for Africa:
The Lord's Prayer in Swahili
Baba yetu uliye mbinguni, 

Jina lako litukuzwe, 

Ufalme wako uje, 

Mapenzi yako yatimizwe, 

hapa duniani kama huko mbinguni. 

Utupe leo riziki yetu. 

Utusamehe deni zetu, 

kama sisi nasi tuwasamehevyo wadeni wetu. 

Na usitutie majaribuni, 

lakini utuokoe na yule mwovu. 

[Kwa kuwa ufalme ni wako, na nguvu, na utukufu, hata milele.] 

Amina. 

Prayer for Africa

God bless Africa
Guard her children

Guide her rulers

And give her peace for Jesus Christ’s sake.

Amen

Trevor Huddleston

A Maasai prayer

Lord sweeten the waters

Lord, sweeten the grass

Lord, sweeten and swell all the rivers

Lord, thicken all forests

Lord, sweeten all animals

Lord, give us land

Lord, let the land be green

Lord, give us rains

Lord, give us fruitful lands

Lord, sweeten all rivers

An Ethiopian blessing

Son of the living God,

Shine upon us with your unfailing grace.

Grant us wisdom,

The power of faith

And unchanging hope.

Amen

A prayer from Kenya
Lord, renew your church and begin with me. Heal our land, tend our wounds, makes us one and use us in your service, in Christ’s name. Amen

A Kenyan blessing

May God raise you up

Above everything.

Spread out like water of a lake.

Be abundance that never ends’

That never changes.

Be like a mountain.

Be like a camel.

Be like a cloud,

A cloud that brings rain always.

And God promised that it would be so.
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