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Life for a child in Kibera
Peter’s story

'My name is Peter and I live with my mum, dad and sister, Nthenya, in an area of Nairobi. I have four other sisters, but they have all married and left home.

I wake up at 6 o'clock every day. It’s very early, but I have to be in school by half past seven. When I get home at half past four I like to help my mum. We clean our home and wash clothes together. I also fetch water and buy the charcoal or paraffin we use for cooking.

Once I’ve done that, I take my dog Scoobie for a walk. I’ve looked after him since he was a puppy. I feed him three times every day – in the morning, evening and at midday when I come home for my lunch.

I like to meet up with my friends Eric, Moses, Dadi, Jonia, Omambo and Otiss. We all live close to each other, but they
go to a different school. We often play a game called brigijo, which is like hide and seek.

If I could change anything about the place I live, it would be the drains. They don’t work very well, so water builds up and attracts mosquitoes. What’s worse, people do flying toilets where they use a bag and just chuck it. It’s disgusting! It makes me want to throw.

Poverty – trying to understand what it is
Nearly a quarter of people who live in poorer countries, live on less than 60p / €1 a day. They can’t afford basic things such as food, Some of Kenya’s poorest people live in Kibera on the edge of Nairobi, Kenya’s capital. There is no proper water supply – most people get water from standpipes. There are no doctors’ surgeries, clinics or hospitals. There are no free secondary schools so parents have to pay for fees, uniforms and books. Helping children to go to school is one way of helping the whole community.
It is important that children in the UK and Ireland understand the consequences of being poor. At the same time they should recognise that children who live in poverty are exactly the same as themselves but their circumstances are very different.

On the reverse of this page is an activity to help them think through what being poor can actually mean to a family.

Supporting the Kibera Mission in their education work is a direct response to some of these consequences. Make the link between the problem of poverty, access to education, the JMA project for 2008 and our Christian faith.
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