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 The Methodist Church in Ireland

Council on Social Responsibility 2011


Minute of Full CSR Executive
Marino Institute Dublin

26th- 27th February 2010

Present
Apologies
Rev W Blair Chair N.Ex
Mr Joseph Bockarie
Rev J Purdy Chair S.Ex
Mrs Edith Loane
Rev R Lindsay
Mr Tom Walsh
Rev C Duncan
Mrs C O Bryan
Rev D Clements
Mr A Kerr
Rev R Wallace
Dr David Gallagher
Rev T Jamieson
Mrs J Cunningham
Mrs C Sleeman
Mr P Robinson
Mrs H Sheil
Mr John Gibson
Mr R Cochran
Rev K Robinson
Mr J Griffin
Rev D Ker,  President 
Mrs L Parkin
Rev P Ritchie
Mrs H Baird

1.    Opening Devotions

2.  
Apologies and Welcome: Rev Blair, formally welcomed Mrs Baird as the new Lay Secretary of the Northern Executive. Apologies were noted.
3. 
Minutes of the full council meeting 21st February 2009 were agreed and signed.
4.  
Matters Arising were dealt with in the Northern and Southern Executive reports.
5.  
Northern Executive Report: Rev Blair gave a verbal report summarising the activity in 09/10.

· Dormant Account Funding: it is hoped that legislation will be passed in the next few months so that those with conscientious objections to lottery funding will be able to make application for dormant account funds. About £2 million will be available per annum.

· CSR is preparing consultation responses on the draft budget proposals and the Bill of Rights.
· A draft statement on Social Justice was circulated by Rev Blair. The Methodist Church is part of the informal forum known as the Social Justice network.
· Racial Justice Network: Rev J Parkin has been representing the church on this network, he was a personal appointment by the Rev D Ker.  Rev Parkin had advised that it should be a Northern representative to bring balance to the network, Rev Blair is awaiting confirmation of acceptance an the name will be put forward for the conference agenda.

· Centenaries: Mrs Sleeman agreed to write to Bishop Trevor Williams to thank him for his thought provoking contribution on Friday evening.
· A brief report of the centenary sub-groups recommendations was circulated. The church will seek to be involved with centenary celebrations through the offices of the Irish Council of Churches, the Community Relations Council, OFMDFM and the office of the Taoiseach.
· Christians Against Poverty: Rev Blair commended the work of this organisation and showed a video clip with details of how the organisation operates. Conference had asked CSR to develop guidance on poverty in the current economic environment. Council concluded that there were well known charities, North and South that were well equipped to give advice.
7.   
Southern Executive Report: A written report was circulated and Rev Purdy spoke to it. The report is appended to the minute.
Further to the report on Eco- Congregations, Mr Cochran reminded members that conference had agreed that an environmental audit should be carried out at commission visits but this does not appear to be happening.

Mr Cochran also brought members attention that in the South, the legislation on children’s rights is to be amended and the church needs to express a view on the proposed changes.

8. 
A full report of the work of the sub-group on Human Sexuality was circulated. The secretary commented that the sub-group would now work on less controversial areas of sexuality and take time to listen to what the synods and individual churches have to say on the pastoral guidelines.
The response of the Finaghy and Seymour Hill Circuit was copied to members and will be considered by the sub-group.

9. 
Treasurer’s report: This report was formally accepted by council. Proposed by Rev T  Jamieson and seconded by Rev H Good.

Mrs O’Bryan has advised that she wishes to retire, Rev Blair is seeking a replacement.

10. 
Appointments to conference: Conference is in Belfast from the 10- 12th June. Mrs Sleeman and Mrs Baird were nominated to attend.
11. AOB
Mrs Sleeman expressed concern about the age profile on council members, it was agreed that in seeking new members there should be greater age balance whilst retaining expertise.

Rev Wallace proposed that assisted suicide was a subject that CSR should be considering in the coming year. 

[image: image1.png]